JAZZ CHOIR (SWINGBEAT) SYLLABUS
Mrs. Katy C. Trapp, Director

ktrapp@lwsd.wednet.edu ~ 360-652-4505 ext 5518
3rd Period
Description: Jazz choir is a full year course designed to provide an advanced choral environment for students to have the opportunity to refine their vocal performance skills as individuals and as a class. Tone, pitch, breathing, rhythm, technique, and expression are stressed. Students will participate in 3 major concerts during the year and other possible events TBA.  This is a co-curricular class and students are expected to participate in all after school rehearsals and performances. Mandatory Fees: you must purchase an ASB CARD. Payments go to NLIMBO for your group t-shirt/ sweatshirt at the beginning of the year, concert attire, and travel fees to NLIMBO for the on the trips.

Check “Lakewood High School JAZZ” Facebook Group, email, Mrs. Trapp’s music webpage www.lhsmusic.band or the Lakewood school web site for times of concert and performance dates. 

Tentative EVENTS are on the website under the SWINGBEAT TAB
· LHS Winter Music Dept. Concert – December 
· NLIMBO Jazz Show – Fundraiser -  early Spring
· DeMiero Jazz Festival – March 
· Commencement Bay Jazz Festival – March

· Regionals for Choir – March

· District Choir Festival – April
· Spring Choir Concert – May 
Topics:  During the year we will cover the following topics:  tone production, pitch, breathing, technique, rhythm, blend, expression, theory, and history.  We will use the following methods to cover the topics:  Concert and Holiday music, scales, range tests, part tests, listening labs, and music history and theory lessons.

Supplies Provided:  YOUR folder and music; spiral notebook; 2 pencils (no pens)

Uniforms: All jazz choir students are required to purchase their group uniform. Approx. price is $65 for men and $90 for ladies. We will be placing orders in early September. There are fundraising opportunities if a student needs financial help paying for their uniform.

Expectations:  In order for us to meet our goals, the following rules must be followed:


- Bring your music and supplies with you EVERY day.

- Be a positive and polite participant EVERY day.

- Individual practice must take place from everyone.


- There can be no extra talking in class or rehearsals.


- No gum or food of any kind. (water, with lid, is permitted)


- Take care of your personal business before or after class.


- No cell phones, earbuds, laptops or any other electronic devices are allowed in the classroom.


  There will be 1 warning for electronic devices and will be dealt with according to school policy.


- You must be in your seat with a music stand and warming up on your instrument when the bell rings.


- Always conduct yourselves as kind and courteous individuals.

Discipline

If you are not a percussionist, you are not allowed to touch any of the percussion equipment. This is an automatic 30 minute detention.  There are NO warnings being given and this is strictly enforced.  We can not afford to give warnings on these kinds of issues.  My budget does not allow for extra repairs. My classroom is also a ‘no profanity’ classroom.  There will be no intervention for profanity.  1st offense is a 30 minute detention.

Attendance: Students are expected to participate in all after school rehearsals, concerts and performances. If students are not present, consistently weeks prior to a concert, they will not be adequately prepared to perform with the group and will not be allowed to perform. A makeup project will have to be completed for the missed performance.
· Unavoidable conflicts for scheduled performances must be submitted to Mrs. Trapp PRIOR to the event and at the EARLIEST possible date.  Mrs. Trapp will then determine if your absence will be excused. Make up work (15 page paper for missed concerts/festivals) is only available for EXCUSED absences for 95% credit.  (Emergencies are always the exception.)

Tardy policy:  Being prompt and prepared is of utmost importance in choir class.  We have a lot to do and very little time to do it in. Tardiness will be dealt with according to school policy.  

Making up missed work:  Performances may be made up with extra credit projects ONLY if time missed is excused!  Students must arrange their extra credit project within 3 days of the performance missed.

Cheating: This is a serious offense and will be treated as such. Any student caught cheating will receive a zero on the assignment and an administrative referral.  Per LHS policy, the second offense will result in loss of credit in the class.

Grading system:






100 pts per concert (points are deducted for tardiness, improper attire, lack of preparation or lack of professionalism)

50 points per sport/assembly 
Participation Points are given Monthly (points are deducted for tardiness, excessive talking, not participating, etc)

Other point values are shown in Skyward as work is assigned

Students will have the opportunity to do extra-credit assignments for their participation and class work points throughout the year.  

Benefits of Studying Music

1. Music study challenges students to develop higher-order thinking skills, including analysis, synthesis, and critical and creative thinking.

2. High school graduation rate is higher for students involved in music ensembles

3. Students who study the arts are more cooperative with teachers and peers, more self-confident, and better able to express their ideas.

4. Music study enables students to develop skills such as problem solving, self-discipline, and teamwork.

5. College admissions officers continue to cite participation in music as an important factor in making admissions decisions

6. In a national study, SAT test takers with experience in music performance scored 57 points higher on the verbal portion and 43 points higher on the math portion than students with no experience in the arts

“Music expresses that which cannot be said and on which it is impossible to be silent.” ~ Victor Hugo 

If students or parents have any questions or comments please feel free to call or email me at anytime!

I look forward to a wonderful year at Lakewood!

Mrs. Katy C. Trapp

Please read through the JAZZ CHOIR SYLLABUS with your parents and contact Mrs Trapp

If you have any questions!

ktrapp@lwsd.wednet.edu
www.lhsmusic.band
